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The  true  Caufes  of  the  Discontents, 
in  relation  to  the  Provisions  againft 
the  Plague. 


H  E  Plague  and  the  Approach 
of  it,  is  a  very  terribleCon- 
fideration,  in  the  mod  fa¬ 
vourable  View  that  the 
Mind  can  form  of  it,  and 
with  the  belt  Expedients  that 
the  Wit  of  Man  can  find,  to  prevent  or 
check  it.  Whether  we  are  to  be  fhut  up 
among  infe&ed  rerfons  within  our  own 
Walls,  and  whole  Families  are  in  effedl 
to  be  put  under  the  Sentence  of  Death ; 
or  whether  the  infe&ed  Member  is  to  be 
given  up,  and  as  it  were  facrificed  for  the 
Safety  of  the  reft ;  either  Way,  the  Scene 
is  very  dreadful,  and  the  Thought  of  it 
{hocking  to  human  Nature.  And  as  it  is 
in  all  defperate  Cafes,  where  the  Nature 
of  the  Diftemper  requires  uncommon  Me¬ 
thods,  and  particularly  where  the  Lofs  of 
a  Member  is  to  compound  for  Life;  fo 
will  it  be  in  this:  The  Hand  that  admini- 
fters  Help  and  performs  the  Operation, 
will  be  thought  cruel,  tho’  it  be  never  fo 
evident,  that  nothing  but  that  Cruelty  frauds 
between  us  and  Death.  I  will  add,  That 
if  in  extreme  Cafes  of  this  kind,  Men 


were  left  to  their  own  Choice  of  an  Ex¬ 
pedient,  either  to  prevent  or  cure  ;  they 
would  generally  chufe  that  which  is  moft 
indulgent  to  the  Fears  and  Weakneffes  of 
human  Nature  ;  that  is,  the  very  worft. 
Where  theDifeafeis  defperate,  the  Reme¬ 
dy  muft  be  fo  too  ;  and  to  dwell  upon 
Rights  and  Liberties ,  and  the  Eafe  and 
Convenience  of  Mankind,  in  cafe  of  afud- 
den  Invafion,  or  the  Plague  hanging  over 
our  Heads,  is  as  wild  a  Way  of  Reafon- 
ing,  as  if  under  a  malignant  .Fever  we 
fhould  in  lift  upon  being  dealt  with  in  all 
refpedts  like  Men  in  perfedl  Health  ;  or 
expedl  that  our  Merchandifes  fhould  be 
preferv’d  as  facredly  in  a  Storm ,  as  in  the 
gentleft  Gale;  or  fhould  gravely  in  lift  that 
our  Houfe  is  our  Caftle ,  when  the  entring 
and  blowing  it  up  is  neceffary  to  ftop  the 
Progrefs  of  a  raging  Fire. 

It  is  this  Weaknefs  in  the  Minds  of 
Men  (the  not  framing  and  adapting  our 
Thoughts  to  the  real  Condition  of  Things, 
and,  particularly ,  our  reafoning  upon  a 
State  of  the  greateft  Danger  becaufe  it  is 
not  juft  at  Hand,  as  if  we  were  in  a 
A  2  State 
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State  of  the  greateft  Safety ;)  that  makes 
us  fo  eafily  milled  in  thefe  Cafes  of  Extre¬ 
mity;  and  to  inveigh  again  ft  our  Superi¬ 
ors  (what  Courfe  foeverthey  take  for  our 
Safety)  as  bringing  Hardfhips  and  Perfecu- 
tions  upon  us;  and,  which  is  very  natural, 
to  dwell  moft  upon  the  Inconveniencies 
of  the  Scheme  that  is  moft  thought  of  and 
moft  likely  to  be  executed,  and  to  think 
any  other  more  eafy  or  tolerable. 

Thefe  are  the  natural  Produ&s  of  hu¬ 
man  Frailty  and  Paffion,  when  they  get 
the  better  of  Reafon  (as  in  fuch  unufual 
Fvents,  and  dreadful  Profpedls,  they  are 
very  apt  to  do  ;)  and  therefore  thefe  are 
Reproaches  which  the  publick  Legillature 
and  Adminiftration  in  every  Country  mud 
expedl  of  courfe ,  be  their  Deliberations 
and  Refolutions  for  the  publick  Safety,  e- 
verfo  wife  and  lincere;  becaufe  fomeone 
regular  Expedient  muft  be  finally  pitch’d 
on,  and  whatever  is  pitch’d  on,  is  fure  to 
work  mod  terribly  upon  the  Minds  of 
the  People. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  conceiv’d  or  imagin’d, 
that  the  Paflionsof  Men  could  be  blown 
up  and  fomented  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  we 
have  feenof  late,  without  a  great  Mixture 
of  UneaimefTes  of  other  kinds,  preparing 
them  to  receive  ill  Impreffions ;  and  with¬ 
out  the  Help  of  difaffe&ed  or  deiigning 
Men,  who  have  taken  the  Advantage  of 
thofe  Uneadneffes,  fome  to  run  us  into 
publick  Confulion,  and  others  to  work 
their  own  private  Revenge,  bydifgracing 
Men  whom  they  did  not  like.  Particu¬ 
larly,  without  great  Help  from  Mifrepre- 
fentations  of  Fa  As,  and  Mifcondru&ions 
of  the  Dejigns ,  as  well  as  AAions,  of  our 
Superiors,  it  feems  impoffible  that  Man¬ 
kind  fhould  be  fo  far  blinded,  as  to  de¬ 
clare  it  bed  to  have  thought  of  no  Pro- 
viflon  at  all,  and  (1  may  add)  to  reckon 
the  Provision  that  has  been  thought  of, 
more  terrible  than  the  Plague  it  felf ;  which 
yet  has  been  our  Cafe,  and  1  doubt  in  fome 
meafure  is  fo  dill. 

My  Dedgn  in  this  Paper,  isnotdire&Iy 


to  enter  into  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe 
by  a  nice  Enquiry  into  the  and 

Operation  of  th efeveral Expedients  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  Plague;  for,  God  knows,  *- 
very  Expedient,  when  in  our  Thoughts 
we  carry  it.  into  Execution,  is  fo  full  of 
Terror ,  that  it  is  enough  to  chill  one’s 
Blood  to  think  of  chufing  any  of  them 
if  there  were  not  a  Neceflity  of  chu/ing 
forne  one ;  But  what  I  aim  at,  is  to  quiet 
the  Minds  of  well  meaning  People,  who 
have  been  mided  by  the  Art  and  Knavery 
of  others;  and  to  let  them  fee,  how  they 
have  been  impos’d  upon  and  blown  up 
to  this  uncommon  Degree  of  Difcontent 
and  Uneafinefs, 

I.  By  grofs  Lies,  and  Mifreprefentations 
of  Facts. 

II.  By  unjud  and  uncharitable  Suggedi- 
ons  concerning  the  Designs  of  Per- 
fons. 

III.  By  very  falfeand  unjud  Reasonings 
upon  the  Things  themfelves.  Audi 
doubt  not  in  the  lead,  but  I  fhall  attain 
my  end,  and  free  every  impartial  Mind 
trom  all  Terrors  (except  fuch  as  necef- 
farily  and  unavoidably  attend  fo  dreadful 
a  Vidtation,  as  the  Plague  is,)  if  they,  on 
their  part,  will  be  fo  fair,  as  not  to  mix 
with  this  Head,  their  Difcontents  upon 
any  other  (which,  how  grievous  foever  in 
themfelves,  have  not  the  lead  relation  to 
this ;)  and,  clearing  their  Minds  from  all 
foreign  Prejudices,  will  prepare  them  to 
form  a  jud  and  impartial  Judgment  upon 
this  one  Point. 

I.  As  to  the  fird  Head  ( the  Lies  and 
Mifreprefentaions,  which  have  been  fpread 
concerning  this  Matter  ;)  becaufe  I  will 
be  very  fure,  while  I  am  accudng  others 
of  Mifreprefentation,  to  dand  clear  of  the 
fame  Charge  myself;  I  will  give  my 
Reader  the  three  Claudes  which  have  oc- 
calion’d  fo  much  Clamour,  word  for 
word,  as  they  dand  in  the  A&  lalety  re¬ 
pealed. 
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And  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  if  any  Perfon  inf e (tied  with  the  Plague ,  or  obliged 
to  perform  Quarentine,  /hall  wilfully  refufe  or  neglebb  to  repair  within  convenient  time , 
after  due  Notice  for  that  Purpofe  given  to  him,  her,  or  them,  by  the  proper  Officer, 
to  the  Ship,  Houfe,  Lazaret,  or  other  Place  duly  appointed  for  him,  her ,  or  them  ;  or 
having  been  placed  in  fuch  Ship,  Houfe,  Lazaret,  or  other  Place,  fhall  efcape,  or  attempt 
to  efcape  out  of  the  fame,  whilfi  he,  fhe,  or  they  Jloall  continue  inf  ebbed,  or  before  Quaren - 
tine  fully  performed  refpebbively ;  It  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Watchmen 
and  other  Perfons  appointed  to  fee  Quarentine  performed,  by  any  kind  of  Violence  that  the 
Cafe  pall  require,  to  compel  every  fuch  Perfon  fo  refufmg  or  neglecting  ,  as  afar  ef aid. , 
and  every  fuch  Perfon  fo  efcaping,  or  attempting  to  efcape,  as  aforefaid ,  to  repair  or 
return  into  fuch  Ship,  Houfe,  Lazaret,  or  other  Place  fo  appointed  for  him,  or  her,  as 
aforefaid:  and  every  fuch  Perfon  fo  refufng  or  neglecting  to  repair  within  convenient 
time  after  fuch  Notice,  as  aforefaid ,  into  fuch  Ship,  Houfe,  Lazaret,  or  other  P  lace  appoints 
edfor  him,  or  her,  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo  every  Perfon  actually  efcaping ,  as  aforefaid, 
pall  be  adjudged  Guilty  of  Felony ,  and  /hall  fuffer  Death  as  a  Felon  without  Benefit  of 
Clergy . 

And  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  if  any  Perfon  not  infebbed,  nor  liable  to  perform 
Quarentine,  pall  prefume  to  enter  any  Ship,  Houfe ,  Lazaret,  or  other  Place  fo  appointed, 
as  aforefaid,  whilfi  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  infebbed,  or  being  under  Quarentine,  pall 
be  therein,  and  pall  return,  or  attempt  to  return  from  thence,  unlefs  in  fuch  Cafes,  and 
by  fuch  proper  Licence,  as  pall  be  direbbed  or  permitted  by  fuch  Order  or  Orders,  made 
or  to  be  made  and  notified,  as  aforefaid,  It  pall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Watch¬ 
men,  or  other  Perfons  appointed  to  guard  or  fecure  fuch  Ship,  Houfe,  Lazaret,  or  other 
Place,  fo  appointed,  as  aforefaid,  by  any  kind  of  Violence  that  the  Cafe  pall  require,  to 
compel  fuch  Perfon ,  fo  returning ,  or  attempting  to  return ,  to  repair  into  fome  Ship, 
Houfe,  Lazaret,  or  other  Place,  Jo  appointed,  as  aforefaid,  there  to  continue  and  per¬ 
form  Quarentine ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  Perfon  pall  abb  u  ally  efcape  out  of  fuch  Ship,  Houfe, 
Lazaret,  or  other  Place,  where  he  or  Jhe  jhall  be  fo  placed  for  Performance  of  Quaren¬ 
tine,  before  he  or  pe pall  have  fully  performed  the  fame,  he  or  pe  pall  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  Felony,  and Jhall  fuffer  Death  as  a  Felon  without  Benefit  of  Clergy . 

And  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid ,  That  if  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter,  any  City  ,  Town,  or  Place  within  Great  Britain,  or  Ire  land,  pall  be  infebi- 
ed  with  the  Plague,  it  jhall  and  may  be  Lawful  to  and  for  his  Majefiy,  his  Heirs 
and  Succejfors ,■  to  caufe  one  or  more  Line  or  Lines  ,  Trench  or  Trenches,  to  be  cafi  up- 
or  made  about  fuch  infebbed  City,  Town,  or  Place,  at  a  convenient  Dijlance  from  the 
fame,  in  Order  to  cut  off  the  Communication  between  fuch  infebbed  City,  Town,  or 
Place ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Country  ;  and  to  prohibit  all  Perfons,  Goods ,  and  Merchan¬ 
dizes  whatfoever,  to  enter,  pafs,  or  be  carried  over  J'uch  Lines  or  Trenches,  unlefs  in 
fuch  Cafes,  and  by  fuch  proper  Licence,  and  fubjebb  to  fuch  Regulations  and  Reflribbions  for 
Performance  of  Quarentine,  as  pall  be  dir  ebbed  or  permitted  by  any  fuch  Order  or  Orders, 
made  or  to  be  made  and  notified,  as  aforefaid ;  And  in  cafe  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  being 
within  fuch  L  ines  or  Trenches,  or  any  of  them,  Jhall,  during  the  time  of  fuch  Infebbion, 
preJ'ujne  or  attempt  to  come  out  of  the  fame,  unlefs  in  luch  Cafes,  and  by  fuch  proper 
Licence,  and  fubjedt  to  fuch  Regulation*  and  Reductions  for  Performance  of  Quarentine, 
as  fhall  be  directed  or  permitted  by  fuch  Order  or  Orders,  made  or  to  be  made  and  noti¬ 
fied,  as  aforefaid  ;  It  jhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Watchmen,  or  Perfons  ap¬ 
pointed  to  guard  or  fecure  fuch  Lines  or  Trenches,  or  any  of  them,  by  any  kind  of  Vio¬ 
lence  that  the  Cafe  Jhall  require,  to  compel  all  and  every  J'uch  Perfon  and  Perfons  to  re¬ 
turn  back  within  Juch  Lines  or  Trenches  ;  and  in  caj'e  any  Perfon  pall  abbually  come  out 
of  fuch  Lines  or  Trenches,  or  any  of  them  (unlefs  in  fuch  Cajes,  and  by  fuch  proper 
Licence ,  and  fubjebb  to  fuch  Regulations  and  Reftribbions  as  aforefaid)  every  fuch  Perfon 
Jhall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Felony,  and  fuffer  Death  as  a  Felon  without  Benefit  of  Clergy . 

•*  V  The 
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I  he  proper  Methods  of  Reafoning  upon 
thole  three  Claufes,  and  upon  this  whole 
Subjed  of  the  Plague,  fhall  be  dated  in 
their  proper  place,  under  the  third  Head. 
Bin  as  to  the  truth  of  Fads,  which  is  the 
Bulinefs  of  this  Head;  I  would  ask  thofe 
who  have  been  led  blindfold  by  deligning 
Men  to  join  in  the  common  Cry,  Do 
they  find,  in  any  of  thefe  Claufes,  ^Dra¬ 
goon  planted  at  every  one’s  Door  ?  Do  they 
li nd  a  Knot  of  Dragoons  appointed  to  be 
Keepers  of  every  Houfe  that  has  once 
been  infe&ed  ?  In  a  Word,  Do  they  find 
(what  has  been  publifh’d  with  fo  much 
Confidence)  that  none  were  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  Execution  of  that  Aa,  but  fuch 
as  wore  red  Coats?  Nothing  like  it.  The 
Cafe  in  reality  is  this:  Let  what  Scheme 
you  will,  be  the  Scheme  that  is  pitch’d  on, 
every  thing  mud  be  done  to  make  it  effec¬ 
tual,  that  fhall  then  appear  neceffary  to  be 
done;  what  will  be  neceffary,  no  Mortal 
can  tell,  till  theTimecomes,  and  Expedi¬ 
ents  are  tryed ;  and  for  thefe  Reafons  the 
Powers  of  doing  mud  of  neceffity  be  Ge¬ 
neral.  But  tho’  it  cannot  beforefeen,  what 
will  do  the  Work  in  every  Indance,  I  can 
eafily  forefee  what  would  not  do  it  to  Satif- 
fadion ,  in  one  Indance.  Suppofe  the 
Plague  fhould  begin  at  Gravefend ,  and 
fpread  towards  London  (in  which  cafe,  the 
City,  it  is  to  be  hop’d,  would  think  a 
Line  on  that  Side  very  feafonable,  and 
that  nothing  lefs  could  fecurethcm  againd 
the  defperate  Pufhes  that  would  be  made, 
to  efcape  from  the  Part  infeded  ;)  I  dare 
fay,  they  who  are  now  louded  in  the  Cla¬ 
mour,  would  cenfure  it  as  great  Supine- 
nefs  in  the  Government,  if  they  fhould  trud 
the  guarding  of  that  Line,  on  which  would 
depend  the  Fate  of  fo  many  thoufand  Lives, 
to  the  Care  and  Courage  of  a  Country 
Militia,  or  even  of  City  Train’d- bands. 

But  that  no  Military  Force  of  any  kind 
was  in  the  primary  Intention  of  the  Le- 
gifiature,  or  defign’d  to  be  apply’d  at  all, 
except  in  cafe  of  Necedity,and  after  other 
Means  were  found  inededual  ;  appears  e- 
vidently  from  a  plain  and  exprefs  Claufe 
in  the  Ad  it  felf ;  which  the  Promoters 


of  our  Difcontents  have  not  thought  fit  to 
impart  to  the  People,  and  that  for  a  very 
plain  Reafon,  becaufe  it  would  have  been 
a  full  Confutation  of  all  their  malicious 
Suggedions  upon  this  Head ;  and,  being 
fo,  it  fhall  be  here  inferted  at  length. 

And  he  it  further  Fnaded  by  the  Autho¬ 
rity  aforefaid ',  That  during  the  prefent  In¬ 
fection,  and  at  all  Times  hereafter,  when 
any^  foreign  Country,  or  any  part  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  Jhall  be  infeded  with 
the  Plague ,  it  Jhall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  any  two  JuJlices  of  the  Peace  of 
any  County ,  Riding,  Divijion,  or  Liberty, 
next  to  fuch  Place  where  any  Ship  or  V ef- 
fel  Jhall  be  performing  Quarentine ,  or 
wherein  any  inf e Sled  Place  ,  or  any  Houfe , 
Lazaret,  or  Place  for  Performance  of  Qua¬ 
rentine,  pall  be  Jituate,  or  any  Lines  or 
Trenches  Jhall  be  made,  as  aforefaid,  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  from  time  to  time, 
when  any  fuch  Town  or  Place  Jhall  be  in¬ 
feded  with  the  Plague,  or  any  Lines  or 
Trenches  pall  be  made,  as  aforefaid,  or  any 
Perfons ,  Ships,  Goods,  or  Merchandizes  in¬ 
fo  ded  ,  or  obliged  to  perform  Quarentine  , 
pall  be  put  in  any  Houfe,  Lazaret,  or 
other  Place  for  Performance  of  Quarentine , 
To  order  the  Inhabitants  of  fuch  and  fo 
many  Parifhes,  Townfhips,  Vil Is,  or  Ex- 
traparochial  Places  about  the  fame  re- 
lpedively,as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary  \and 
fuch  Inhabitants  are  hereby  required,  in  pur - 
fuanceof  fuch  Orders,  upon  Notice  thereof, 
to  .  keep  Jufficient  Watches  by  Day  and 
Night  upon  fuch  Town  or  Place  fo  infed - 
ed,  and  upon  fuch  Lines  andTrenches  made, 
as  aforefaid,  and  upon  fuch  Houfes,  Lazarets 
Ships,  or  other  Places  for  Performance  of 
Quarentine,  for  fuch  Time,  in  fuch  Man¬ 
ner,  and  with  fuch  Numbers  of  Watchmen 
at  every  Place ,  as  the  faid  JuJlices ,  by 
their  faid  Order,  jhall  dired  and  appoint . 

^  And  it  is  further  provided  by  a  fubfequent 
Claufe,  That  the  Watches  by  this  Ad  before 
direded  to  be  kept,  Jh all  be  maintainc d  at  the 
Charges  of  the  County  or  Riding,  wherein 
fuch  Watches  pall  be  refpedively  kept. 

2.  Among 
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2.  Among  the  Mifreprefentations  of 
Fadt,  is  alfo  to  be  mention’d  The  for¬ 
cible  removing  of  whole  Families  out  of 
their  Houfes  to  perform  Quarentine,  in 
cafe  any  Member  of  it  has  been  infe&ed 
with  the  Plague  ;  which  we  have  heard  af¬ 
firm’d  and  propagated  with  the  greateft 
Confidence;  and  yet  it  appears  not  to  me 
to  have  any  Foundation  in  the  A£h  That 
no  Perfons;iv/^/»the  Lines,  or  belonging 
to  any  infedled  Houfe,  or  entring  fuch 
Houfe,  fhould  be  permitted  to  crofs  the 
Lines,  or  come  abroad  among  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  till  they  have  fubmitted  to  proper 
Proofs  that  themfelves  are  clear  of  the 
Plague  ;  all  this  is  certainly  no  more  than 
a  juft  and  prudent  Care  of  the  found  Part, 
and  a  neceffary  Expedient  to  hinder  the 
fpreading  of  the  Infedtion.  But  that  any 
Perfon  uninfedted,  who  fhould  chufe  to 
keep  within  the  Lines,  or  within  his  own 
Houfe,  was  to  be  forcibly  remov’d  to  a 
place  of  Quarentine,  appears  not  upon  the 
Face  of  the  Adt.  And  if  it  were  poffi- 
ble  for  the  Art  of  a  Lawyer  to  ftrain 
fuch  an  Inference  from  the  Ad,  as  I  ve¬ 
rily  believe  it  is  not;  I  would  then  appeal 
from  that  Art,  to  the  common  Senfe  and 
Reafonof  Mankind,  whether  any  Words 
can  be  found  in  the  Act,  that  will  fairly  fup- 
portfuch  an  Inference.  It  has  been  charg’d 
upon  theLegiflatureas  a  Crime  ;  and  cer¬ 
tainly  (like  all  other  Crimes)  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  proved,  before  it  is  imputed. 

Before  I  fhut  up  this  Head,  I  muft  take 
Notice  of  one  Reprefentation  more,  which 
tho’  notdiredtly  falfe,  is  very  partial;  and 
that  Partiality  employed  on  purpofe  to  give 
frightful  and  odious  Colours  to  a  thing, 
which,  when  the  whole  Truth  is  known, 
appears  not  only  innocent,  but  wife.  To 
make  the  drawing  of  Lines  more  terrible 
to  the  People,  by  Ideas  of  Abfolute  Con¬ 
finement ,  and  Famine ,  and  the  like ;  it  has 
been  reprefented  to  them,  that  no  Perfon, 
how  clear  foever  of  the  Plague,  was  al¬ 
low’d  on  any  terms  to  pafs  the  Lines,  nor 
Provifions  to  be  convey’d  to  them  with¬ 
out  the  greateft  Difficulty.  Whereas,  by 
the  exprefs  Words  of  the  Ad,  the  Direc¬ 
tion  againft  crofting  the  Lines  is  temper’d 
by  this  prudent  Exception,  Unlefs  in  fuch 


Cafes ,  and  by  fuch  proper  Licence,  and  fab- 
jedl  to  fuch  Regulations  and  Reflriflions  for 
performance  of  Quarentine,  as  Jhall  be  di¬ 
rected  or  permitted  by  any  Order  or  Orders, 
made  or  to  be  made,  and  notified  by  the 
King's  Proclamation.  The  plain  meaning 
of  which  is,  that  if  any  Perfon  who  fhould 
be  confin’d  within  Lines  drawn  crofs  the 
Country  or  round  a  City  or  T own,  fhould 
firftgive  proper  Proof  of  his  being  unin- 
feded,  he  fhould  be  furnifii’d  with  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  his  having  given  fuch  Proof,  and 
might  then  be  allow’d  to  crofs  the  Lines, 
and  go  where  he  pleas’d.  And  as  to  the 
point  of  Provifions,  and  the  probability 
that  any  City  or  Town  infeded,  would 
be  well  or  ill  fupply’d  by  their  Neighbours ; . 
can  any  thing  be  more  clear  and  evident, 
than  that  every  degree  of  Care  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  keep  thePerfons  infeded  within 
certain  Bounds  ,  muft  be  a  proportionable 
degree  of  Encouragement  to  the  Country 
round,  to  approach  nearer  to  fuch  City  or 
Town,  and  to  furnifh  it  more  freely  and 
conftantly  with  Provifions  of  all  kinds? 

3.  Another  Art  to  make  this  Scheme 
terrible,  has  been  the  giving  it  an  odious 
Name  ;  that  it  is  a  French  Scheme,  and 
taken,  Step  by  Step,  from  French  Mea- 
fures,  and  is  calculated  only  for  a  Country 
under  Arbitrary  Government.  When,  in 
truth,  it  is  not  a  Scheme  which  the.  French 
chofe  from  any  relation  it  has,  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  it, to  the  Government  they  are  under; 
but  the  Scheme  which  they  finally  fell  in¬ 
to  upon  evident  Experience  that  others 
did  not  fucceed  :  and  if  they  had  not  fallen 
into  it,  in  all  human  Probability  the  Plague, 
before  this  time,  had  overlpread  at  leaf!  one 
half  of  that  Kingdom,  and  perhaps  this 
too.  If  we  fuffer  fo  much  by  French  Fol¬ 
ly,  may  we  not  be  allow’d  to  gain  a  little 
by  French  Experience  ?  When  the  Plague 
rages  in  any  Nation,  and  the  Neighbours 
are  under  Apprehenfion  of  it,  and  are 
making  the  belt  Provifions  they  can  in  cafe 
of  its  coming  among  them  ;  wou’d  any 
Country  upon  Earth,  but  ours,  think  that 
they  could  take  a  wifer  Courfe,  than  to 
make  the  moft  exadl  and  diligent  Enqui¬ 
ry,  what  Methods  had  been  us’d,  and 
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which  of  them  had  been  found  mod 
efledual,  in  the  Country  already  infec¬ 
t'd  ?  The  feparating  the  Sick  from  the 
Sound,  as  the  beit  way  of  hindering^ 
an  Infedion  to  fpread,  is  the  Didate  of 
common  Senfe,  confirm’d  hy  univerfal 
Experience;  and,  becaufe  the  French  ad 
agreeably  to  common  Senfe,  are  we  to 
renounce  it?  Give  me  leave  to  add,  what 
I  verily  believe  is  true,  that  at  lead  two 
Thirds  of  thofe  Men,  who  have  been,  and 
dill  are,fo  induftrious  in  their  Endeavours 
to  difparage  this  Scheme,  are  the  very 
Men,  who,  when  time  was,  were  the  great 
Advocates  for  French  Counfels,  and  French 
Meafures;  and  whole  Hearts  ak’d  at  every 
Advantage  we  gain’d  towards  reducing 
the  Power  of  France ;  a  Power,  which 
if  it  had  prevail’d,  and  thefeMen  by  Con- 
fequence  could  have  had  their  Wifh,  was 
to  have  brought  upon  us  a  much  forer 
Plague  than  what  we  now  fear,  I  mean, 
the  utter  Dedrudion  of  our  Religion  and 
Liberties.  Nor,  at  this  day,  wou’d  they 
take  half  the  Pains,  or  run  half  the  Ha¬ 
zards,  to  keep  out  one  Plague,  that  they 
would  do  to  bring  in  the  other. 

4.  But  the  greated  and  mod  general  Mif- 
reprefentation  of  Fad,  by  which  thefe 
Men  have  labour’d  to  inflame  the  Nation, 
is,  The  confounding  a  Power  to  do,  and 
aNeceffity  of  doing; their  telling  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  that  the  Ad  fays,  thefeThingsyLz//  be 
done,  when  it  only  fays  they  w^ybedone. 
After  they  had  thoroughly  prejudic’d  the 
Minds  of  Men  againlt  the  Scheme  that 
was  offer’d,  they  knew  there  would  bea 
great  Difference,  in  the  Degrees  of  Dread 
and  Apprehenfion  ,  between  an  Evil  that 
muft  come,  and  an  Evil  that  only  may 
come;  and  therefore,  in  order  to  finifh 
their  Work  ,  it  was  neceffiry  to  have  it 
believ’d,  that  this  &as  the  Scheme  abfo- 
lutely  fixed  and  determined  in  all  the  Parts 
of  it ;  that,  which  mud  take  Place  what¬ 
ever  happen’d ,  and  which  could  neither 
be  changed  in  the  whole,  nor  receive  Ad¬ 
dition  or  Alteration  m  any  Part.  Where¬ 
as  the  Ad  did  not  eftablijb ,  but  only /#/>- 
pole  the  Scheme  ;  as  that,  which  the  Lc- 
giflature  believed  to  be  the  mod  effedu- 
ai,  according  to  the  bed  Judgment  they 


could  form,  upon  a  fair  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  this,  and  any  other  that  had 
been  offer’d  or  thought  of;  and  in  purfu- 
anceof  that  Suppofition,they  veded  fuch 
Powers  in  the  Prince,  as  feem’d  mod  ex¬ 
pedient  to  attain  the  Ends  propos’d.  But 
as  the  King  was  put  under  no  Neccffity 
by  thofe  Claufes  of  the  Ad,  either  to  chud* 
that  Scheme,  or  execute  thofe  Powers  ; 
but  was  left  at  full  Liberty,  all  the  while 
the  Law  was  in  force,  to  rejed  either,  or 
both,  if  they  (hould  appear  inexpedient ; 
fo  was  he,  and  dill  is,impower’d  by  ano¬ 
ther  Claufe  in  the  fame  Ad,  to  chufeany 
other  Scheme,  or  any  other  Expedients, 
that  {hall  hereafter  appear  to  be  more  eli¬ 
gible.  -  V 

That  Claufe  of  general  Powers ,  is  as 
follows: 

And  he  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Au¬ 
thority  aforefaid ,  That  if  at  any  'Time  or 
Times  hereafter  any  City ,  Town ,  or  Place 
within  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  or  the 
IJles  of  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Alderney,  Sark, 
or  Man,  Jhall  he  inf e tied  with  the  Plague , 
and  the  fame ,  upon  Examination ,  Jhall  be 
made  appear  to  his  Majefly ,  his  Heirs  or 
Succeffors ,  in  Council ,  it  Jhall  and  may  he 
lawful  to  and  for  his  Majefly ,  his  Heirs  and 
Succeffors,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  his 
or  their  Privy-Council ,  during  the  Con - 
tinuance  of  fuch  Calamity ,  to  make  fuch 
Orders  and  Regulations  concerning  Quaren- 
tine ,  and  the  prevention  of  Injection,  as 
floall  be  neceff  iry  for  the  Safety  and  Prefer - 
vation  of  his  or  their  Subjects ,  and  to  notify 
the  fame  by  Proclamation  ;  and  all  and  eve¬ 
ry  Perfon  and  Perfons ,  Officer  and  Officers , 
Civil  and  Military ,  whatfoever ,  Jhall  ren¬ 
der  due  and  exafit  Obedience  to  all  fuch  Or¬ 
ders  and  Regulations  fo  made  and  notified, , 
as  aforefaid. 

The  King  being  veded  with  thefe  Ge¬ 
neral  Powers  (which  met  not  with  the  lead 
Opposition  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  fo  learn  ')  it 
would  much  better  becomegood  Subjcds, 
aded  by  a  fmcere  Defire  to  promote  the 
Safety  of  the  Nation,  to  propofe  fome 
more  dciirable  Scheme,  in  a  quiet  and 
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peaceable  Way  ;  than  to  content  them¬ 
felves  (a-s  they  have  generally  done)  to  fly 
with  Fury  upon  a  Scheme  that  has  been 
already  propos’d,  without  fubftituting  any 
other  in  the  Place.  This  Scheme,  it  is 
true,  had  a  Right  for  fome  time  to  plead 
PofTeffion,  as  that  which  Teem’d  moll  a- 
greable  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  ;  but  that  Right  (even  while  the  Adi 
remain’d  in  full  Force,)  could  laft  no 
longer  than  his  Majefly  pleafed  ;  who  in 
Virtue  of  the  three  flrft  Claules  was  only 
empower'd ,  not  oblig'd ;  and  might ,  and 
Hill  may,  by  Virtue  of  this  laft  Claufe,  e- 
ftabliih  any  other  that  fhall  appear  more 
eligible.  But ,  that  any  other  is  really 
more  eligible,  muft  be  made  appear  byRea- 
foning,  and  not  by  Clamour ;  by  offering 
to  the  Confideration  of  our  Superiors 
fome  better-concerted  Scheme,  in  a  mo- 
deft  and  ferious  Way,  and  not  barely  by 
attacking  and  demoliftiing  this  in  fuch  an 
hoftile  and  outrageous  Manner  as  we 
havefeen.  Would  any  one  of  thofe  who 
have  adted  fuch  a  part ,  agree  to  have  his 
prefent  Dwelling  pull’d  down,  becaufe 
another  Man  thinks  it  not  convenient  e- 
nough ;  without  any  Security  given,  that 
he  fhall  have  a  better  built,  or  any  regu¬ 
lar  Plan  offer’d,  on  which  to  found  a 
Comparifon  ? 

But  this  immoderate  Zeal  in  fome  to 
mifreprefent  F adls,  and  this  very  great  Wil- 
lingnefs  in  many  others  to  believe  fuch 
Mifreprefentations ;  (hew  plainly  ,  that 
the  preventing  of  the  Plague,  and  pre- 
ferving  the  Dives  of  their  Fellow-Sub- 
jedts,  are  not  the  Things  which  thefe  Men 
aim  at.  And  what  it  is,  that  is  their  real 
Aim,  is  (hewn  as  plainly,' 

II.  By  their  unjuft  and  uncharitable  Sug- 

feftions ,  concerning  the  Designs  of 
erfons,  in  relation  to  thefe  Provifions  a- 
gainft  the  Plague.  This  is  a  fafe  Retreat, 
when  Lies  and  Mifreprefentations  arede- 
tedted  and  can  (land  them  in  (lead  no 
longer.  Fadls,  in  their  nature,  are  things 
©pen  and  before  our  Eyes,  and  falfe  Ac¬ 
counts  of  them  cannot  be  maintain’d  long; 
but  Designs  are  things  hidden,  and  oft- 


times  difguis’d  ;  and  where  there  is  a 
Willingnefs  to  believe,  and  a  Pronencfs 
to  fufpedl  the  worft,  the  Jealoufles  and  Pre¬ 
judices  founded  upon  thofe,  are  not  fo  ea- 
lily  reach’d  and  fubdu’d.  If,  for  inftance, 
it  be  fpread  with  the  greateft  Confidence, 
that  by  a  late  Adi  concerning  the  Plague, 
a  Dragoon  was  to  bepofted  at  every  Man’s 
Door,  that  the  Soldiers  were  to  have  the 
Plunder  of  all  Houfes  which  were  infedl- 
ed,  that  they  alone  were  to  be  employ’d 
in  the  Execution  of  the  Powers  given, 
and  that  the  Powers  themfelves  were 
fuch  as  muft  be  put  in  Execution ,  and 
not  fuch  as  might  or  might  not  be  applied, 
according  to  the  Exigencies  of  Things ; 
all  thefe  immediately  vanilh,  upon  pro¬ 
ducing  the  plain  Words  of  the  Adi. 
But  if  it  be  furmis’d,  and  propagated  among 
the  People,  that  the  Adi  it  felf  was  cal¬ 
culated  on  purpofe  to  Enflave  them,  and 
that  the  Legiflature  and  the  Perfons  in 
Power,  meant  only  an  Opportunity  to  in- 
fult  and  opprefs  fuch  Perfons  and  Places 
as  they  did  not  like ;  the  Jealoufles  found¬ 
ed  on  fuch  dangerous  Designs  in  the 
Superiors,  are  apt  to  take  deeper  Root  in 
the  Minds  of  the  People,  and,  however 
unreafonable  in  themfelves,  can  (land  out 
much  longer  than  Fadls,  againft  the  plain- 
eft  Convidtion. 

Such  is  the  Nature  of  Mankind ;  and 
deflgning  Heads  are  never  wanting,  to  help 
Nature,  and  to  foment  and  blow  up  Jea- 
loufies  on  fuch  Occafions  ;  efpecially, 
when  they  find  thepublick  Adminiftration 
engaged  in  any  Work  of  great  Difficulty, 
where  the  very  belt  Remedies  that  can 
be  thought  of,  are  ungrateful  and  unpo¬ 
pular,  and  fuch  as  cannot  poffibly  attain 
their  End,  without  intrenching  upon  the 
ordinary  Methods  of  Government,  and 
the  Eafe  and  Liberty^of  Mankind.  And 
therefore,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  what  Scheme 
foever  fhould  have  been  thought  of  for 
preventing  the  Plague,  I  fhould  not  at  all 
have  wonder’d  to  hear  the  Legiflature  and 
thofe  who  are  in  Power,  charg’d  by  the 
People  with  want  of  Regard  to  their  Li¬ 
berties,  or  with  want  of  Companion,  or 
even  with  Cruelty ;  but  it  is  amazing,  to 
B  hear 
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hear  Men  charg’d  with  meditating  Tyran¬ 
ny,  and  Revenge  in  the  midft  of  a  Plague. 

If  we  had  a  Monarch  upon  the  Throne, 
afpiring  in  his  Nature,  or  cruel  in  hie 
Government;  if  an  Augmentation  of  the 
military  Force  had  been  infilled  on  or 
demanded,  under  Colour  of  executing  the 
A61 ;  if  thofe  who  are  employed  in  his 
Service,  were  known  to  be  Lovers  of 
tyrannical  and  arbitrary  Meafures ;  there 
might  then  be  fome  Colour  for  fuch  Sug¬ 
geftions';  tho’ even  then,  to  fuppofeMen 
capable  of  forming  fuch  Thoughts  in  the 
midft  of  a  Plague ,  is  to  fuppofe  them 
Madmen,  and  Monfters.  But  when  the 
reverfe  of  all  this  is  true;  when  we  have 
a  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  molt  indul¬ 
gent  to  his  People,  and  molt  tender  of 
their  Liberties;  and  not  one  Soldier  has 
been  defir’d  of  the  Parliament,  beyond  the 
Number  allow’d  for  the  ordinary  Securi¬ 
ty  of  the  Kingdom  ;  when  we  haveaMi- 
niftry,  who  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  their 
Lives,  have  been  the  known  Patrons  of 
Liberty  ;  and  (what  ought  not  to  be  for¬ 
gotten)  when  they,  who  have  the  chief 
hand  in  forming  and  fpreading  thefe  vile 
Afperfions,  are  the  very  Men  who  a  few 
Years  lince  were  upon  the  point  of  facri- 
ficing  their  Country  to  an  Arbitrary  Pow¬ 
er  :  In  thefe  Circumfiances,  nothing  can 
be  more  aftonifhing,  than  the  Confidence 
of  advancing  fuch  Suggeftions  ;  except  it 
be,  the  giving  Credit  to  them.  And  I 
mult  intreat  thofe,  who  are  real  Friends 
to  the  prefent  Government,  but  yet.  have 
been  fo  far  milled  as  to  fwallow  fuch 
Suggeftions,  and  to  join  in  the  common 
Clamour;  to  confider  whofe  Work  they 
are  doing,  and  whether  the  Confufion  in¬ 
to  which  our  Enemies  are  labouring  to 
callus  by  thefe  Methods,  can,  if  they  fuc- 
ceed,  end  in  any  thing  but  an  Arbitrary 
Government. 

No-  lefs  Ihocking  is  k,  tofuppofe  Men 
capable  of  forming  Defigns  of  Oppreffion, 
or  Revenge,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  terrible 
Scene,  as  the  Plague  is.  And  however 
any  Methods  propos’d  for  preventing  it, 
may  be  reprefented  to  the  People  as  Cru¬ 
el  y  there  is  not  a  greater  Cruelty  upon 


earth,  than  to  expofe  our  Superiors  to  the 
People  in  fuch  odious  and  inhuman  Co*- 
lours ;  it  is  in  efifedt,  to  cloaththemin  the 
Habit  of  Bears  and  T  ygers,  that  they  may  be 
run  down  and  worried  by  the  incens’dMul- 
titude.  If  any  thing  could  make  me  fufpedl 
human  Nature  capable  of  the  Thoughts 
of  Tyranny  or  Oppreffion,  in  the  midft 
of  a  Plague  ;  it  is,  that  I  fee  fo  many 
others  who  are  capable  of  fuch  unchri- 
ftian  Rancour  and  Revenge ,  under  the 
Approaches  of  it. 

I  know  but  one  thing  that  can  be  faid, 
in  any  degree  to  mitigate  the  Guilt  of 
fuch  vile  Reproaches  (and  it  is,  doubt  - 
lefs ,  one  conliderable  Ingredient  in  them  ;)H 
I  mean,  an  approaching  Eledlion  ;  when 
a  Freedom  of  Slander,  and  efpecially  a- 
gainft  our  Superiors,  is  claim’d  as  a  kind 
of  Privilege ,  and  a  part  of  Englijh  Li¬ 
berty .  But  whatever  Countenance  Cuftoni 
may  have  given  to  fuch  Practices,  they 
are  at  all;  times  inhuman  and  unchriflian  ; 
and  yet  I  fear  we  mull  now  defpair  to  fee 
them  ever  cur’d,  when  a  Plague  hanging- 
over  our  Heads,  is  fo  far  from  extinguilh- 
ing,  that  it  revives  and  invigorates  them. 

Thus  far,.  I  have  been  fhewing,  how 
greatly  falfeReprefentations  of  Fads,,  and 
unjufi  and  uncharitable  ConftrudHons  of 
the  Defigns  of  our  Superiors,  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  blow  up  the  Minds  of  Men  to 
fuch  an  uncommon  degree  of  Uneafinefs, 
or  rather  Fury.  To  thefe  I  will' now  add 
a  third  Gaufeof  it,  viz. 

III.  The  falfe  meafures  and  ways  of 
Reasoning,  which  Men  have  fallen, 
into,  in  relation  to  the  Plague,  and  the- 
Provifions  again!!  it*. 

r.  Oneis,  That  when  they  reafon  about 
thefe  things,  they  will  not  fuppofe  them- 
felves,  in  their  Thoughts  and  imaginations , 
to  be  now  under  the  Plague;  but  they  con¬ 
fider  it  at  a  great  Diftance,  and  them- 
felves  and  the  Nation  in  a  ftate  of  per¬ 
fect  Eafe  and  Safety.  This  imaginary 
Security  makes  way  for  all  thofe  in  flaming1 
Suggeftions,  of  Breaches  upon  Law,  and 
Inroads  upon  Liberty and  puts  Men  out> 
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of  all  Patience,  when  youpropofeto  them 
any  Expedient  that  is  accompanied  with 
Terror,  or  even  Inconvenience.  But  if 
they  would  firf  form  within  themfelves 
an  Idea  and  Imagination  of  our  being  ac¬ 
tual  \y  under  the  PI ague  (as  every  one  mull 
do,  who  will  reafon  wifely  about  Provi¬ 
fions  to  prevent  it ;)  all  thofe  idle  Specu¬ 
lations  about  Laws,  and  Liberties,  and 
Convenieticies,  would  vanifh  :  they  would 
then  fee  the  abfolute  NecelTity  of  difcre- 
tionary  Powers  in  the  Prince,  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  by  wife  Hands,  and  applied  as  Oc- 
cafion  lball  require  ;  and  the  Impoflibi- 
lity  of  keeping  within  the  fridl:  Bounds 
of  Liberty,  and  the  ordinary  Methods  of 
the  Law.  Upon  the  whole,  they  would 
lee  the  Vanity  of  imagining,  that  any  Me¬ 
thods  can  be  taken  in  that  difmal  fate, 
which  (hall  not  be  attended  with  great 
Calamity  and  Terror.  If  thofe  Men  who 
indulge  themfelves  in  a  different  kind  of 
Reafoning,  would  be  at  the  trouble  to  read 
over  the  Account  of  the  Plague  at  Mar- 
fellies ,  and  obferve  from  thence  the  dif¬ 
mal  Condition  of  things  in  fuch  a  fate  ;  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  after  that,  to  reafon  fo  wildly  about 
it,  as  they  have  hitherto  done. 

2.  But  there  is  another  mifchievous 
Notion,  for  which  Men  are  naturally  pre¬ 
pared  by  their  not  reafoning  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  under  the  Imagination  and  Impreffion 
of  the  Plague  a&ually  among  us  ;  and 
that  is,  An  Indifference  whether  any  Ex¬ 
pedients  at  all  be  thought  of,  to  prevent 
or  check  it;  nay,  an  Opinion  that  the  fir- 
ring  in  it,  and  the  propofng  Expedients, 
is  very  mifchievous,  as  it  terrifies  the  Minds 
of  the  People,  and  gives  a  great  Interrup¬ 
tion  to  Trade  and  Bufinefs;  and  that  there¬ 
fore  nothing  of  this  kind  ought  to  be 
ftirr’d  at  all,  till  the  Plague  comes  nearer. 
Now  this  is  as  contrary  as  any  thing  can 
poffibly  be,  to  all  the  Rules  which  Rea¬ 
fon  teaches,  and  Mankind  pra&ife,  in  the 
whole  Condudl  of  Life.  In  every  other 
Cafe,  the  more  terrible  the  Danger,  the 
greater  is  the  Need  of  timely  Preparation  ; 
to  be  not  only  in  a  conf  ant  Readinefs  for 
its  coming,  but  jealous  of  every  Ap¬ 


proach  of  it.  As  to  the  Interruption  to 
Tradeand  Bufinefs;  is  itnot  evident,  that 
our  Neighbour-Nations  (who  have  been 
fo  early  and  diligent  in  their  Preparations 
again f  the  Plague)  would  be  afraid  to 
have  any  Trade,  or  even  Correfpondence 
with  us,  did  not  we  alfo  appear  to  make 
all  proper  and  reafonable  Provifions  a- 
gainf  it  >  And  as  to  terrifying  the  People ; 
if  the  making  fuch  Provifions  be  a  thing 
fit,  and  wife,  and  neceflary ;  thofe  Terrors 
are  not  to  be  regarded,  but  ought  to  be 
treated  as  the  Fears  of  Children,  when 
they  refufe  to  take  fuch  Remedies,  or  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  Operations,  as  are  necef- 
fary  to  preferve  Life.  Give  me  leave  to 
add,  what  I  am  morally  certain  is  true, 
that  the  very  Men  who  now  clamour  on 
thefe  Pretences,  againf  entring  into  any 
Expedients  as  yet ;  would  have  been  lowd- 
er  than  any  other,  in  their  Inve&ives  a- 
gainf  the  Legiflature  and  the  Minifry  (as 
Men  regardlefs  of  every  thing  but  their 
own  Eafe,  and  taking  no  Care  of  the 
Safety  of  the  People,)  in  cafe  the  Court 
and  Parliament  had  fat  fill,  and  judg’d  it 
too  early  as  yet  to  enter  into  the  Confi- 
derationof  it. 

3.  Again;  When  the  Plague  has  en¬ 
ter’d  any  Country,  or  is  approaching  to  it, 
the  Duty  incumbent  upon  thePublick  Ad- 
minif  ration,  is  to  take  Care  of  th z  Whole ; 
nay,  it  is  their  Duty  not  to  take  farther 
Care  of  any  one  Part>  than  is  confident 
with  the  Care  of  the  Whole;  and  (as  a 
Confequence  of  this)  not  to  lay  afide  any 
proper  Provifions  againf  its  fpreading 
thro’  the  Whole,  becaufe  fuch  Provifi¬ 
ons  may  bring  Inconveniencies  upon  any 
Part.  This,  mod  certainly,  is  the  Duty 
of  the  Pub  lick  Adminijlration  in  every 
Country ;  but  when  particular  Perfons  come 
to  reafon  upon  the  fitnefs  or  unfitnefs  of 
fuch  Provifions  for  the  Whole,  their  fingle 
Rule  of  judging,  is  a  Concern  for  fhem- 
Jehes.  They  think  it  grievous  and  unrea- 
fonable  to  be  fhut  up  within  Lines  or 
Houfes,  among  Perfons  infedted;  but  they 
confider  not,  how  grievous  and  unreafon- 
able  they  would  think  it  (in  cafe  them¬ 
felves  were  without  the  Lines,  and  among 
B  1  the 
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the  tinwfefied)  if  the  Publick  fhould  take 
no  Care  to  hinder  the  Part  already  infed- 
ed,  from  mixing  with  them.  And  fo,  in 
Cafe  of  removing  the  Perfon  infeded 
from  his  Houfe;  Men  confider  how  grie¬ 
vous  it  would  be  to  thcmfelves ,  if  it  were 
done  ;  but  they  never  confider  how  grie¬ 
vous  it  would  be  to  a  whole  Street ,  if  it  were 
not  done.  On  the  fame  Foot,  hands  the 
Cafe  of  Perfons  infeded  in  Lone-houfes : 
How  much  foever  has  been  heard,  within 
doors  or  without,  of  the  Unreafonable- 
nefsof  removing  fuch ;  I  dare  fay,  there  is 
not  any  one  Inhabitant  of  fuch  a  Houfe, 
who,  if  he  dwelt  in  a  great  Town  or  City 
within  five  Miles  of  it,  would  not  have 
been  under  the  utmoft  Uneafinefs,  and 
have  thought  it  the  moft  unreafonablething 
in  the  world,  if  Provifion  had  been  made 
i'n  the  Ad,  that  no  infeded  Perfon  in  any 
Lom-houje,  fhould  be  remov’d  into  a  more 
folitary  Place,  or  to  a  greater  Diftance 
from  Towns  or  Cities.  Nay,  there  is 
not  a  large  Town  or  City  in  his  Maje- 
lly’s  Dominions,  however  zealous  at  this 
time  again  ft  all  Breaches  upon  Englijh 
Liberty,  but  would  burn  Magna  Chart  a  ft 
felf,  fhould  it  pretend  to  tell  them,  that  a 
great  Body  of  People  muft  be  put  in  Dan¬ 
ger,  or  even  Terror,  for  the  Eafe  and  Con¬ 
venience  of  one  Family,  or  perhaps  one 
Perfon. 

4.  Another  falfe  way  of  Reafoning  about 
thefe  Provifions  for  preventing  the  Plague, 
is,  That  Men  view  and  confider  fome  one 
Scheme,  fingly  and  by  it  felf  and  do  not 
compare  it  with  other  Schemes,  to  fee 
which  is  attended  with  the  leaft  Terror 
and  th efewefi  Inconveniencies.  If  they 
will  not  becontent,tillaScheme  is  offer’d 
that  (hall  be  ftridly  confident  with  Law, 
and  Liberty,  and  Eafe ;  this  is  to  refolve, 
in  effed,  that  they  will  be  content  with 
none  at  all  ;  becaufe  (asithas  been  often 
remembred  in  this  Paper,  and  ought  above 
all  things  to  be  inculcated,  upon  this  fub- 
jed,)  all  Expedients  whatfoever  (all  that 
have  been,  and  all  that  can  be  thought 
of)  are  very  terrible.  And  as  it  follows 
not,  that  this  or  that  particular  Expedient 
is  not  good,  or  not  the  beft,  becaufe  it  ap- 
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pears  to  be  terrible ;  fo  the  true  way  of 
Reafoning,  is,  to  confider  which  Scheme 
appears  leafi  terrible,  and  moft  effedual, 
upon  an  impartial  Comparifon  of  them, 
in  all  the  Steps  to  be  taken  in  the  Execu¬ 
tion  of  each  ;  and  then  to  embrace  that, 
which  how  terrible  foever  it  may  be  in  it 
felf,  appears  upon  fuch  Comparifon  to  be 
lefs  terrible,  and  more  effedual  than  any 
other.  And  it  is  unaccountable,  how  it 
fhould  ever  be  wrought  into  the  Heads  of 
Men,  that  either  a  Legiflature  or  a  Mini- 
ftry  can  have  a  Partiality  for  one  Scheme 
above  another,  for  any  Reafon,  but  be¬ 
caufe  they  judge  it  to  conduce  moft  elfe- 
dually  to  the  one  fingle  end  of  prevent¬ 
ing  the  Plague ;  In  other  Words,  thatthey 
fhould  offer  a  terrible  Expedient  for  any 
Reafon,  but  becaufe  it  appears  to  them  upon 
theComparifon,  tob clefs  terriblethan  any 
other  that  will  be  effedual.  And  except  the 
People  in  making  a  Judgment  upon  any 
Scheme  that  is  propofed,  will  refolve  to 
found  fuch  Judgment  upon  afair  Compari¬ 
fon  of  that  with  other  Schemes,  the  Difiatil- 
fadionsmuftbeendlefs ;  audit  will  require 
great  Courage  in  thofe  who  are  to  ad  in 
purfuanceof  the  General  Powers  vefted  in 
the  Crown,  toeftablifhor  propofe  any  Ex¬ 
pedient  at  all,  and  will  lay  them  under  a 
dangerous  Temptation,  to  chufe,  not  what 
is  really  beft  in  it  felf,  but  what  is  moft 
fuited  to  the  Humours  of  the  People. 

y.  There  is  another  thing  which  greatly 
contributes  to  lead  Men  into  very  falfe  and 
unjuft  Reafonings  in  this  matter;  and  that 
isthefuffering  other  Conliderations  to  mix 
with  it,  which  yet  in  their  Nature  are  whol¬ 
ly  foreign  to  it.  Ought  any  Expedient  that 
is  offer’d,  to  be  the  worfe  thought  of  by 
this  or  that  Perfon,  becaufe  he  happens  to 
be  a  Sufferer  by  the  South-Sea  ?  Can  a 
Scheme  be  either  better  or  worfe  in  it  felf, 
becaufe  it  comes  from  Whig  or  Tory 
Hands?  Does  it  follow,  that  any  Scheme 
which  is  propos’d,  ought  not  to  be  ap¬ 
prov’d  and  receiv’d,  becaufe  the  damning  it 
may  help  to  render  aMiniftry  unpopular, 
or  be  of  Service  in  the  approaching  Elec¬ 
tions  ?  Multitudes  of  thofe  who  now  join 
in  the  popular  Clamour,  have,  I  doubt  nor, 
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been  wholly  determin’d  in  this  matter  by 
fuch  foreign  Confiderations  (whether  of 
domeftick  Loftes,  or  political  Views,) 
without  entring  in  the  leaft  into  the  Rea- 
fon  of  the  thing  it  felf,  or  troubling  them- 
felves  at  all  to  furvey  and  compare  the  fe- 
veral  Expedients.  Whereas  ,  it  is  moll- 
certain,  that  till  fuch  foreign  Motives  are 
baniffi’d  out  of  the  Cafe,  and  much  more 
till  they  ceafe  to  be  the  ruling  Motives ;  it 
is  impoffible  for  Men  to  form  a  Judgment 
about  it,  that  fhai  1  be  either  wife,  or  honed. 

6.  Farther ;  In  reafoning  upon  this  Mat¬ 
ter,  Mendonotfeem  to  attend  enough  to 
the  Confequence  of  the  Nation’s  being 
found  in  an  unprepared  and  undetermined- 
State,  in  cafe  we  fhould  be  viiited  and  at¬ 
tack’d  by  this  terrible  Enemy  :  Which, 
like  all  other  Enemies,  ravages  whatever 
Country  it  can  furprife ,  without  Oppofiti- 
on  or  Controul  ,  and  by  that  lingle  Ad¬ 
vantage,  is  able  to  do  great  Execution, 
and  to  Deftroy  a  long  time,  before  any 
Head  can  be  made  again  ft  it.  This  was 
the  melancholy  Cafe  of  the  People  of 
Marseilles ;  they  were  furpris’d  by  it,  and 
Multitudes  were  loft  before  the  publick 
Adminiftration  could  fall  into  proper  and 
regular  Methods  of  oppofing  it ;  who  by 
a  previous  Confideration  andEftablifhment 
of  fuch  Methods  (if  there  had  been  time 
for  it)  might  certainly  have  been  fav’d.  And 
tho’  this  need  not  be  our  Cafe,  who  have 
fo  fair  warning  of  our  Danger;  yet  by  our 
f  oily  we  may  make  it  our  Cafe,  if  we  go  on 
to  indulge  the  Humour  we  are  got  into, 
of  putting  the  Evil-day  far  from  us,  and 
difeouraging  the  Thoughts  of  any  Expe¬ 
dients  at  all,  becaufe  no  one  can  be  found 
but  what  is  exceeding  terrible.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  the  very  Thought  of  the  Plague  e- 
v.en  at  this  diftance,  is  dreadful  ;  and  not 
to  think  of  it  at  all,  would  be  the  wifeft 
Part  we  could  chufe,  if  our  not  thinking 
of  it  would  keep  it  at  a  Diftance.  But 
when  it  pleafes  God  to  give  us  fo  long  a 
warning,  and  we  have  time  (if  we  will 
but  ufe  it)  to  conlider  calmly  of  the  beft 
Expedients,  and  to  digeft  them  into  proper 
Order  and  Method,  while  our  Thoughts 
are  yet  free  from  that  Terror  and  Confu- 


fion,  which  will  neceffarily  attend  a  more 
immediate  approach  of  the  Plague ;  in  theie 
Circumftances,  there  cannot  be  a  greater 
Folly  in  the  World,  nor  a  more  ffiamefui 
Inftance  of  Supinenefs  and  Stupidity,  than 
to  negledt  the  happy  Opportunity  which 
God  gives,  and  to  delay  the  Preparations 
for  our  Defence  till  the  Enemy  is  upon  us. 
As  if  a  time  of  fuchTerror  and  Confufion, 
were  a  Seafon  for  calm  and  regular  think¬ 
ing;  or  a  Work  of  fuch  a  nice  and  difficult 
Nature,  could  be  conlider’d,  digefted,  and 
executed  in  a  Day.  I  fpeak  this  with  the 
greater  Concern;  becaufe  however fome 
Expedients  which  have  been  already  under 
publick  Conlideration,  have  been  forc’d  to 
yield  to  popular  Clamour  and  Difcontent, 
and  the  Provilions  are  now  reduc’d  to  the 
General  Powers  veiled  in  the  King;  yet  if 
this  Humour  continues  among  the  People, 
of  not  bearing  the  thoughts  of  any  Expe¬ 
dient  that  is  attended  with  Terror,  and  no 
Expedient  can  poffibly  be  found  but  what  is 
very  Terrible,  I  fee  not  how  any  Fruit  can 
be  expe&ed  from  thefe  General  Powers, 
nor  who  they  are  that  will  have  the  Heart 
to  execute  them,  nor  that  any  Scheme  they 
can  propofe,  is  like  to  meet  with  better 
Treatment  from  the  Populace,  than  what 
we  have  already  feen.  It  is  a  grievous  State 
we  are  in,  if  we  have  no  way  to  avoid  the 
future  Confufionsinfeparablc  from  an  un- 
preparednefs  when  the  Plague  comes,  but 
the  being  run  into  prefent  (J,oniuHon  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  prevent  them. 

7. 1  am  aware,  that  there  are  fome  among 
us,  who  account  all  Endeavours  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  oppofe  the  Plague,  vain  and  inef¬ 
fectual,  if  not  impious ;  and  this,  upon  two 
different  Principles:  One,  that  the  Plague 
is  the  immediate  Hand  of  God,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  to  be  refilled;  the  other,  that  it  is 
not  propagated  by  Infe&ion  from  Perfons 
or  Goods,  as  other  Diftcmpers  are,  and 
that  therefore  all  Provilions  again!!  fuch 
Infe&ion  are  loft  Labour,  But  as  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  wrong  Notion  in  Divinity,  that 
any  Judgments  whatloever  which  are  not 
exprefly  denounc’d  by  God,  are  his  imme¬ 
diate  Hand,  in  fuch  fenfe  as  to  forbid  or 
fuperfede  all  human  Means  of  preventing 
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them;  fo  is  it  at  “lead  a  new  Notion  in 
Philofophy,  and  contrary  to  the  general 
Obfervation  and  Practice  of  Mankind  , 
that  the  Plague  is  not  propagated  by  In¬ 
flexion,  like  other  Didempers  of  the  fame 
Nature.  And  fince  thePerfons  who  have 
entertained  thefe  Opinions,  are  generally 
fuch  who  have  no  ill  Meaning,  no  pre¬ 
meditated  Delign  to  inflame  the  Nation; 
I  am  very  fure,  they  will  be  fo  candid,  as  to 
conlider  how  weak  our  Governors  mud 
appear  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  fhould 
they  fit  dill  and  facrifice  the  Safety  of 
theNation  to  a  pious  Error  in  Divinity,  or 
a  new  Speculation  in  Philofophy,  when 
both  are  fo  contrary  to  the  general  Appre- 
henfion  and  PraXice  of  Mankind. 

However,  thus  far  we  readily  agree  with 
them,  That  the  Plague  is  attended  with 
fuch  Degrees  of  Malignity,  and  diffufes 
the  Contagion  with  fuch  Force  and  Swift- 
nets,  as  render  the  bed  Endeavours  of 
Man  lefs  effectual  in  this,  than  in  any  other 
Didemper.  And  would  to  God  we  were 
all  agreed  in  the  plain  and  proper  Infe¬ 
rence  from  hence,  That  the  lets  refidibleit 
is  by  the  Art  of  Man,  the  greater  need  we 
have  to  fly  to  God  for  rroteXion  and 
Deliverance.  As  zealous  as  I  am  for  a 
timely  Deliberation,  what  are  the  bed  Ex¬ 
pedients  that  Reafon  can  fugged  ;  I  fhould 
think  it  by  far  the  mod  comfortable  Pre- 
fage  of  Safety  to  the  Nation,  if  I  could 
fee  Men  betake  themfelves  in  earned  to 
the  Religious  Means  of  averting  divine 
Judgments;  and  affeXed  with  fuch  Seri- 
oufnefs  towards  God,  and  Charity  towards 
one  another,  as  might  well  be  expedled 
from  a  People  who  have  the  Plague  hang¬ 
ing  over  their  Heads :  If  in  particular,  I 
could  fee  among  us  a  more  peaceable  and 
Chridian  Spirit,  free  from  Hatred,  Re¬ 
venge,  and  Prejudice  ;  and  a  Difpofition 
in  Men  to  judge  in  all  Cafes  impartially 
and  candidly:  and  finally  (as  one  Indance 
of  fuch  Impartiality  and  Candor)  if  I 
could  fee,  that  one  in  a  thoufand  of  thole 
who  are  provok’d  by  their  late  Loffes , 


would  ferioufly  examin  his  own  Heart  as 
toth t Motives  which  carried  him  into  that 
unfortunate  Adventure;  and,  to  his  juft 
Cenfuresof  the  Knavery  of  others,  would 
add  a  due  Humiliation  of  himfelf  before 
God,  for  his  own  boundlefs  Avarice  and 
Ambition. 

To  conclude ;  It  was  not  the  Defign  of 
this  Paper, to  enter  into  particular  Schemes, 
or  to  elpoufe  or  recommend  one  Scheme 
above  another.  My  only  Aim  was,  to 
lead  honed  and  well*  meaning  Men  to  rea¬ 
fon  more  fairly  and  judly  upon  this  Sub- 
jeX,  than  I  think  they  have  hitherto  done; 
and  for  that  end,  to  lhew  how  lhamefully 
they  have  been  milled,  by  falfe  Fatts,  by 
groundlefs  Sufpicions ,  and  by  unjud  Rea - 
Jottings. 

As  to  thofe  who  are  Enemies  to  the 
Government,  I  offer  none  of  thefe  Conli- 
derations  to  them  ;  nor  can  I  in  reafon  ex¬ 
pert  that  they  fhould  alter  their  prefen t 
Methods,  either  of  thinking  or  aXing,  in 
this  matter,  becaufe  on  their  part  it  would 
be  mod  unpolitick,  if  they  did  not  labour 
Night  and  Day  to  blow  up  our  Difcon- 
tents  higher  and  higher,  in  hopes  at  lad  to 
cad  us  into  a  State  of  Confufion.  But 
what  I  have  faid  upon  this  SubjeX  (with 
great  Truth  as  I  believe,  and  I  am  fure 
with  great  Sincerity)  I  offer  to  the  Friends 
of  the  Government  only  ;  who,  as  wifh- 
ing  its  Continuance ,  are  alfo  bound  to 
wifh  its  Peace  and  Welfare.  And  as  I 
fhall  edeem  it  a  great  Happinefs,  if  any 
thing  that  I  have  faid,  may  conduce  to 
bring  fuch  Perfons  to  a  Courfe  of  more 
juft  and  fober  Reafoning;  fo  I  muft  en¬ 
treat,  and  even  conjure  them,  to  enter  up¬ 
on  an  impartial  View  of  this  whole  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  to  confider  how  they  can  anlwer 
it  to  God,  their  King,  and  their  Country, 
if  for  want  of  fuch  Reafoning,  or  in 
fpight  of  it,  they  dill  fufler  themfelves 
to  be  led  on  by  mere  PaJJion  or  Preju¬ 
dice,  to  do  the  Work  of  the  common 
Enemy. 


